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et dise Soi“" uhe ureasiness that prevailed in Cuotemala City tecazuse of
«.hc nunierous carch.m of houses and detentions in what the government m.l\_., ALy
announced was|a con..pirac,; c.gainot the Arbenz regime, commented editorially:

'"The government must not lose it s head,' and ueglor;d the lidnapings by govern-
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famous kidnaping of the Spanish monarchist Calvo Sotello by

agents of the|Spanish Renuolﬁc set off the bloody Spanish Civil Viar and said:
happen in Guatemala because it would ruin us, destroy us.'

t understchF Fhe situation: 'The government is . at an ir
1t sroblen in its Joreiyp: pelicy.
is trying to win positions
wrent regive,  In Ll uircun'
c the truth, to lcorn wher
n¢ honestly and Toritlwrightiy.

'Thi.. must no

‘persons from rtheir homes and public thoroughfares. Impacto re-
called how ‘thI
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2. "The neusianer dondo Libre editericlly inguires wvhy the govermant {or more thon
: iyl
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rontia had been hinting of congpiracics against it ond ang
4

212 sayingd | 'It appeers n.o..., liA.-l" hat this ic pro ;‘a{_,:’.l,ml o Justifly in
ctemala a "Dogotazo" even nere disastrous anc BYloody than that in Colenbic...
The leaders cda be sure that ug.tct).;ng ig coo‘.::.n in thie cot o the Comnunists
and their allies in the revolutionary parties.!
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"Thg:government is;uedj& white naper claiming the plpt was %o invade Guatemalla
rq?‘?he Pacific coast and neighboring countries and accused General Ydfég;g§

Fqutes, defeated\presidential candidate agcinst Arbenz in 1650, und|Carlos
Castillo Armas, of leading the movement. Tt stated|they were assist

GLlZ

otﬁeriCentral Amergcan governments, particularly H1¢aragua and Pregident
Sonioza. The headquart ars of the plotters was in Managua. Photostats

< vg

hiqﬁted seeling to%proye the complicity of those ne$ed in the charg%#r These
cha;gés recall similar! accusations made following the abortive uosrisings in 1;
Salama in Mareh 1952, and the tense atmosphere that prevailed in Io*@&ber 1953
whep‘military squads rushed to the coast to ward off rumored landinga’and high

wayé and railwvay right® of wvay were put under guard,
Il ! I

[ | i !
"The %opnd-up of various: persons netted mostly those knowvn for their
Comnunist views. It ves not officially confirmed until Tive days af

v 4

Charnaud cleimed that various arrests were the result of the 'disco

h

Vi
sub*grgive plot agéinst‘the government, ' but the govbrnment then diﬂ
too(anxious to publicize the ineident. For example,.| on the very day,

Gua#did Civil, was protesting: !'There are no such conspiracies: no
happened and nothing 1s going to happen.' He denicd
Iiowever, Charnoud said Roberto Castillo, Director of
beeQ\apprehended onl 23 Jan Sk, but Later released. Horacio Cd}dova,

N | 2o 20V
sors |an antl-Commungst brogran on one of Guatermala C;ty's radio stat*qhs, andi
Zoberto Vizceino, Director of Radio Continental, also were arrested and put i

i

prisan
H ! ]

"The ﬂetained ineclude the Tour leaders of the recentl# organized Unid

Trab@Ja@ores Libres) vho, challenged the Communist Party leaders to eXplain the
purt!thy play 1n Guatemslan life. These men are Ruben Villatoro, 7"1*1‘1'1:{.(11,163 i
h

B

Coronado, Ramiro Agﬁilar and Miguel Angel Quiroa. Wdrronts vere issped Tor t
apprehension of three members of the City Council, Luis Deltranena, Rahiro
Castellanos, and Miguel Camacho Labbe. Beltranena and Camacho tool: refuge in L
the Salvadorean embassy and three deys later Beltranena and Camacho %ent. to El

Salv&gor. The antiJCommﬁnist Mayor of Guatemala CityL Juan Luis Lizzafalde, qas
aprointed by the City Council %o investigate the government persecution of his

colleagues. The ex-director of the weekly Tribune of | Truth, Jos€ Guzmdn, the

ag;ii¢o¢munist student Ricardo Lara Gélvez, the attorney Guillermo DAvila

Cdérdove, the busineshmanfcabrie; Fernindez also were arrested. The 3
nevspaperman Carlos Gandara Durdn took agylum in the Iicaraguan embas

Ser, er, (General Cashier of the Guaterala Social Security Institute, 15#

as hewleft nis lorne after attending the first commmion o Ws daughters

. ! ‘ X vl . y
Shortly after Ber;crfs detention agents of the Guarulq Civil secarched

of Miguel Comacho. Also captured were Gebriel Fernéh@cz Giovennetti gnd Neuld

7 o ; - PO .
Orzazrio Sufrez de Fernfndaz, Tho retired army cantain snrique Trinided Olive
! 2 » 2A R A A

i ‘the trd
fic l«ws{vhich was lgter%given by the Guordia Civil as an excuse for prresting
| ‘

who had been detaine@ earlier in the week, haos denied}any violation o

X |
him. I |

"0liva é ﬁife saild thﬁt whén the car was halted, the »olice opened and

door, |and immediatelx afﬂérwards found two hand @renadbs and a revolve
sald neither he nor his wife use hand grenades and he has not had a pi

since heiwas casnicrqd out of the army for his part in\the ill-feted Aﬁxpra
Levolution of 1950. Oliva asled that he Le committed to the venetentiary vhere

he thought his 1ife wPuld,be more gecure in view of hig claims ne wvas
Tramed, than in the detention quarters of the Cuardia Civil., Oliva‘'s

'y [
ciee cpused Impacto ironiecally to wern its readers not 'to open thedir goors to

' s .o - . . {
any” sirangers in uniform 1f they didn't want to he bl.amed for naving bonbs,
[ ; b

[ | i
"The Corrmunist dail Iribuna Popular, claimed that a certain numver of |nersons
! Vs ~op! ’ 2€

vas interrogated to establish the veracity of 'conecrete! cenurciations
variou&fsubversive HOVemEnts ., Iribuna Populax claimed}the soveranmt
thatever hpriuiug wus}planhcd and has the nares of a great aunber of
suried 'p te compromis?d in' the conspiracy.
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"The Anti-Communist Youth Alliance telegraphed President Arbenz asking his
intervention to guarantee civil rights. The sume group, together with the
Central Committee of Anti-Communist workers invited anti-Communists to meet
at the Casa de la Libertad to protest the cepture of Horacio de Cdrdova
and other citizens. The directors of various radio stations interviewed
Charnaud MacDonald, asking the Minister of Government why tuere had been
detentions of station owners end other citizens and about the veracity of
an insistent rumor that all directors of radio stations were to be detained.
The directors expleined thet almost 21l radio stations have radio news-
papers (news broadcasts) for which they sell only the time and have no
responsibility for whet is said during this period. Chernaud MacDonald
replied that the government will question any person who is suspected of
being involved in a subversive movement. Also the government is not

going to tolerate infractions of the law by eny radio stetions and seid
that those connected with radio stations so far detained were apprehended
because of complaints they had solicited for funds to overthrow tke govern-
ment under the threat of subjecting non-contributors to future reprisals.,
He said that after all, radio station directors were only individuals and
subject to penalties for violation of the laws. The attorney Ramiro
Castellanos Gonzdlez filed suit against Guardie Civil chief Cruz Wepy
claiming that he was being persecuted by members of the Guardia Civil.

The appellate court accepted the suit and called on Cruz Wer to explain

the Guardia CAivil action.

"President Arbenz notified the recent meeting of the Democratic Front com-
posed of all the government political perties, he was confirming as Secretary
General of the presj;dency Jaime D{az Rozzotto, accused by his political
party, the Renovacion Nacional, of political corruption and mismanegement

of funds of that orgenization of which he aad been Secretary General. The
removal of Dfaz Rozzotto had been recommended by Congress as an act of
reprimand for political gangsterism.

"Although the officiaml version of the shooting of Deputy Guillermo Ovando
Arriola, President of Congress, blamed the incident on a rabbit hunter N

the accepted version 1s that he was ambushed at night while driving his Jeep
alone on the road between Quetzaltenango and ‘I‘otonicapﬁn. The official
version sald the shooting had no importance and did not merit the large
headlines given 1t by the newspepers. The unofficial version, hovever,

said the shooting occurred at 12:;30 a m when obviously there are no rabbit
hunters abroad. The newspaper El Espectador, 20 Jan [ 51&_7, pointed out
that this is not the Tirst time Ovando Arriola has been involved in
violence, explaining that he is a shock trooper of the PAR.

“The second labor congress was staged by the CGIG the week end of 29=-31 Jan [5&_7
and all political parties were invited to send delegates. In the preliminary
publicity published by the government press there were statements that Luis
Saillant, Secretary of the World Federation of Trade Unions and of Freance,

Vicente Lombardo Toledano, of the CTAL, and the Itelian Communist worker

leaders Giuseppe Erudi and Giuseppe Cosadel were invited to be present and

to take active participation. Large deieg&tions of Communists were requested
from Chile, Ecuador and Colombia. The Ministry of Education has given

financilal assistance to the CGTG to stage this affair.

"The PAR has announced 1t would not approve the candidacy of Jorge Toriello
G. for the mayor of Guatemala City. The PAR prefers Juan de Dfos Aguilar
or ‘any person other than the reactionary' Toriello.

"The opposition newspapers claim the current Arbenz regime is threatening
the liberty of the press in Guatemala. Bl Espectador calls public
ettention to the fact that the principal afternoon newspaper E1 Imparcial
has called upon the Association of Newspapermen of Guatemala €0 be
vigilant and fight for maintenance of civil liberties, especially that of

CONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS OKNLY




Approved For Release 2002/01/03 : CIA-RDP80-00809A0005004101

CONFIDENTIAL/US OFFICIALS ONLY
-4 -

freedom of thought. El Espectador comments: 'We have seen i
an increase of the threats against the press and newspapermenl
with the sectarianism that invades the Guatemala October Revo
Communists call for violence and destruction of our liberties
organ of publicity as well as by some leaders from the speake,
each time they have an opportunity such as Gutiérrez (Communi
Victor Manuel Guti€rrez) the 1lst of May last yeer [ 1953_7.

are veiled threats in the official press and govermment circll
call of Guerra Borges (Alfredo Guerra Borges, Director of the

c
1‘5161:;3 connected
ution. The
in|their own
:sj'yx.} ir;ostrums
%:clhief
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newspoper Tribuna Popular) for the massacre of "traitors" and||" eactionaries”
and the aggressive measures of some of the prominent leaders glfpb PRG in
the closing minutes of their convention do not bave the criminal |significance

of the exhortations openly made through the editorial columns
official newspaper Nuestro Diario.

15. "Esgectador adds that Nuestro Diario publishes anti-democratic ) ;.st‘:n from
its non-Guatemalan columnists and editorielists whose names ere|known and
vwhose affiliations and antecedents as agitators of international!|Communism
are well known. . i

16. "santos Miguel Lima Bonilla, editor of the weekly La Pulga who |wa
up and serlously injured by four hoodlums in connection with hilg! s
Communist publication, printed a letter of thanks to those wh Ve
assistence afterwards and included Colonel Cruz Wer, Director |o ijthe Civil
Guard, explaining he did so because he was not detained. Mund ‘
the beating a reappearance of the old vices of the dictators..

17. "The aumbassadors of the US and Mexico were not present when Guﬂ,.'

Toriello recelved the foreign diplomatic corps in one of his irst lects
after taking over the foreign ministry. Instead these two nat] fqn | were
represented by charges d'affaires because the ambassadors wers P;"?ﬂ,éht-
Toriello still has not been able to get agreement on Guatem&lj iparticipation
. &t the next meeting of the OAS at Caracas? . } .
Laeut, .o . !
o -Iendu_ }
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